ICS 67.020
CCS X 00

NATIONAL STANDARD OF THE

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA

GB/Z 161-2026

Guidance on social responsibility for food enterprises
BmiWHt=REEE

(English Translation)

Issued on: January 28, 2026 Implemented on: January 28, 2026

Issued by: State Administration for Market Regulation;
Standardization Administration of the PRC

Preview: page 1 of 5 shown, 20 in the full document. Complete English PDF, instant download:
https://chinastandards.org/standards/gb-z-161-2026


https://chinastandards.org/standards/gb-z-161-2026

Table of Contents

Foreword

Introduction

1 Scope

2 Normative references

3 Terms and Definitions

Foreword

This document is a standard or guiding technical document.

This document complies with the provisions of GB/T 1.1-2020 "Standardization Work
Guidelines Part 1: Structure and Drafting Rules of Standardization Documents”. Drafting.

This document provides guidance and suggestions for food companies to fulfill their social
responsibilities. Food safety requirements can be found in relevant laws, regulations,
policies, and food... Safety standards and other documents.

This document is a modified version of ISO /T S26030.2019, "Social responsibility and
sustainable development. Applying ISO 26000:2010 to the food chain." The guidelines in
the document.

Compared with 1ISO /T S26030.2019, this document has undergone the following structural
adjustments.

---3.1~3.5 correspond to 3.2~3.6 in ISO /T S26030.2019;

---3.6 corresponds to 3.11 in ISO /T S26030.2019;

---4.3~4.7 correspond to 4.4~4.8 in ISO /T S26030.2019;

---4.3.4 and 4.3.5 correspond to 4.4.5 and 4.4.6 in ISO /T S26030.2019;

---Sections 4.5.3 to 4.5.5 correspond to sections 4.6.4 to 4.6.6 in ISO /T S26030.2019;
---4.7.7 corresponds t0 4.8.8 in ISO /T S26030.2019;

---Appendix A corresponds to Appendix B in ISO /T S26030.2019.

The technical differences between this document and ISO /T S26030.2019, and the
reasons therefor, are as follows.

---1SO 26000:2010 has been replaced by the normatively referenced GB/T 36000-2015
(see Chapter 3, 4.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.5~).
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4.2.7 (Chapter 3, 4.1, 4.2.2, 4.2.5~4.2.7 of ISO /T S26030.2019) The degree of consistency
between the two documents is Modifications were made to adapt to my country's
technological conditions and improve operability.

---The terminology and definitions related to organizations (see section 3.1 of ISO /T
S26030.2019) have been removed to align with the scope of this document and suit my
needs.

National conditions;

---Added the requirement that food companies should comply with the relevant
requirements of GB/T 36000-2015 (see 4.1.1) when fulfilling and practicing social
responsibility;

---Added relevant content on combating food waste (see 4.2.4.1) to suit my country's
national conditions;

--- The environmental challenges faced by food businesses have been revised, and content
related to environmental degradation caused by the development of farms or plantations
has been removed.

4.4.1 (4.5.1 of ISO /T S26030.2019) focuses on the social responsibility of food companies
in the food chain.

The following editorial changes have been made to this document.

---The standard name has been changed to focus on the social responsibility of food
companies in the food chain;

---The appendix "Examples of Good Practices for Social Responsibility in Food Enterprises
(see Appendix C of ISO /T $S26030.2019) has been removed to improve the standard.

Readability and suitability to my country's national conditions;

---The appendix "Table of Relevance between this document and the United Nations
Sustainable Development Goals" has been deleted (see appendix of ISO /T S26030.2019).

Record D), to correspond to the name of this file.

Introduction

Social responsibility is of great importance to promoting sustainable social, economic, and
environmental development. This document is specifically designed for food companies.

The Corporate Social Responsibility Guidelines aim to instruct them on how to fulfill their
social responsibilities.

This document is based on the seven core themes and several issues of GB/T 36000-2015,
and takes into account the characteristics of the food industry, focusing on some core
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themes.

The topics and issues have been further specified. For core themes and issues common to
all industries, which are not specifically required for the food industry, this document will not
repeat them.

Expand again. This document is used in conjunction with GB/T 36000-2015.
Food companies may use this document in conjunction with other relevant organizations

and stakeholders in the food chain.

1 Scope

This document provides guidance and recommendations for food companies on core
themes and issues related to fulfilling their social responsibility.

This document applies to food production and processing enterprises in fulfilling and

practicing social responsibilities.

2 Normative references

The contents of the following documents, through normative references within the text,
constitute essential provisions of this document. Dated citations are not included.

For references to documents, only the version corresponding to that date applies to this
document; for undated references, the latest version (including all amendments) applies.
This document.

GB/T 36000-2015 Guidelines for Social Responsibility (ISO 26000:2010, MOD)

3 Terms and Definitions

The terms and definitions defined in GB/T 36000-2015, as well as the following terms and
definitions, apply to this document.
3.1 Food chain

It involves all stages from primary production to consumption, including the production,
processing, distribution, storage, and handling of food and its ingredients.

Note 1: The food chain includes the production of feed and animal products.
Note 2: The food chain includes the production of food contact materials or raw materials.
Note 3: The food chain includes service providers.

[Source: GB/T 22000-2006, 3.2, with modifications]
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3.2 Supply chain

The sequence of activities or parties involved in providing products or services to food
companies, including direct Tier 1 suppliers and indirect Tier N suppliers. supplier.

Note: Supply chain is sometimes considered equivalent to value chain (3.3), but in this document, it
should be used only as defined above.
3.3 Value chain

A sequence of activities or parties that provide or obtain value in the form of products or
services.

Note 1: Value providers include suppliers (levels 1 to N), outsourced personnel, contractors, and
others.

Note 2: Value recipients include customers, consumers, clients, members, and other users.
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